Welcome to Crystal Hunters!

We are the world’s first epic manga created for the express
purpose of learning Chinese from zero.

However, Chinese is a hard language to learn. In fact, ac-
cording to the Foreign Service Institute, it is one of the top 4
hardest languages for native English speakers to learn. But
even if you are learning from zero, we believe you can learn to
read the first 100+ pages of Crystal Hunters in about a month if
you study at a brisk pace, or maybe within a week or two if you
blitz it. So, settle in and join us for a fantastical adventure that
will give you a sense of accomplishment for life.

Chinese Writing Systems

Let’s jump in! Chinese is unique in that it has no alphabet. Everything is
written in symbols which are called “hanzi”, and there are about 7,000
hanzi which are commonly used in Chinese.

But don’t let that big number scare you too much! We have done our
very best to keep the hanzi count in Crystal Hunters to a manageable
level, and you’ll only have to learn 89 unique hanzi to be able to read all
the Chinese words in book 1!




Pronunciation

That said, we’re going to take a quick detour into pronunciation before
we jump into learning hanzi. It’ll be important for knowing how to say
the hanzi we learn.

Vowels
There are 6 basic vowels in Chinese: a, o, e, i, u, & U. These 6 vowels can
be said as single vowels or can be combined together to form new

sounds.

Single Vowels

a —sounds like “ah”.

o —sounds like “oh”.

e — is halfway between “eh” and “uh”.
i —sounds like “ee”.

u —sounds like “ooh”.

U — this sound isn’t in english at all. Start with “ee”, and then round your
lips and say it at the front of your mouth so that it has some “ooh”
flavor.

Double vowels

ai - sounds like "eye” or the letter
ei - sounds like the letter “A”

ao — sounds like “ow”

ou — sounds like a longer version of “oh”. Like “ohh”.
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i + any vowel has a “ee” + “y” sound before the following vowel(s).
For example: “iao” sounds similar to “eeyow”, but said quickly.

u + any vowel has a “ooh” + “w” sound before the following vowel(s).
For example: “uo” sounds similar to “oohwoh”, but said quickly.



Consonants

There are a lot of consonant sounds in Chinese that don’t exist in
English. In order to make them as easy as possible to understand, we’re
going to put them in groups which have similar mouth shapes instead of
listing them alphabetically.

Group 1 (lips together)
b — like “p” in English but with much less air (aspiration). It’s kind of like

a

how “p” sounds in “spark”. Not so much air after the “p” there.

p — like “p” in English, with lots of air. Like the “p” in “pay”.
m — same as English

Group 2 (teeth + lips)
f —like “f” in English, but a bit softer.

Group 3 (tongue to ridge of mouth)
d —like “t” in English but with much less air (aspiration). It’s kind of

like how “t” sounds in “start”. Not so much air after the “t” there.
t — like “t” in English, with lots of air. Like the “t” in “top”.
n —same as English, but your tongue is in the same position as d and t.
| — same as English, but your tongue is in the same position as d and t.

Group 4 (back of tongue to back of mouth)

g — like “k” in English but with much less air (aspiration). It’s kind of like
how “k” sounds in “skill”. Not so much air after the “k” there.

k — like “k” in English, with lots of air. Like the “k” in “kiss”.

h —like “h” in English. but your tongue is in a similar position as g and k,
but not quite touching the top of your mouth with the back of your
tongue. ——
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Group 5 (tongue behind top teeth)

z —like “tz” in English.

c —like “ts” in English. This is the same as z above, but with more air.
s —like “s” in English.

Group 6 (tip of tongue to bottom teeth, front middle of tongue to ridge)

j — like “tz” but with the front-middle of the tongue instead of the tip,
and the tip of your tongue is behind your bottom teeth.

g — like “ch” but with the front-middle of the tongue instead of the tip,
and the tip of your tongue is behind your bottom teeth. This is the
same as j above, but with more air.

x — like “sh”, but with a similar tongue position as j and q above.

Group 7 (tip of tongue to top of mouth a bit behind ridge)
zh — like “z” in English, but with the tip of your tongue lightly touching
the top of your mouth a bit behind where you make the t and d
sound. Your tongue gets a bit in the way of the air coming out.
ch —like “ch” in English, but with the tip of your tongue lightly touching
the top of your mouth a bit behind where you make the t and d
sound. Your tongue gets a bit in the way of the air coming out. This
is the same as zh above, but with more air.
sh — like “sh” in English, but with the tip of your tongue in a similar
position as zh and ch above but not touching the roof of your
mouth. Your tongue gets a bit in the way of the air coming out.
r — like “I” in English, but with the tip of your tongue in a similar position
as zh and ch above. Your tongue gets a bit in the way of the air
coming out.

Group 8 (vowel consonants)

y — like the vowel i above, but only at the beginning of a syllable.
Sounds like “ee” + “y” but said quickly.

w — like the vowel u above, but only at the beginning of a syllable.
Sounds like “ooh” + “y” but said quickly.



Tones

Tones are yet another unique thing about Chinese! More unique things!
Yay! And tones are especially fun too, because It’s not just what you say
in Chinese, it’s how you say it.

We don’t have tones in English, but they are super important in
Chinese. So important in fact, that Chinese syllables are a bit longer
than English syllables (about 50% longer ish) because they need to be
long enough so that people can differentiate which syllables are said
with which tone.

Why do people need to be able to differentiate which tone a syllable
has? Because the meaning of words completely change if we don’t use
the correct tone! So, when you learn how to say a word, DO NOT just
learn the pronunciation. You have the honor, nay the responsibility, to

learn the tone too!

Here are the 4 primary tones of Chinese in all of their glory!

1sttone

5 \ - High
4 \ /'
3 s

Q. ?%1
N\ N
1 Low

Note: both inflection and STRESS are influenced by tone type




First tone:
The first tone is flat, high-pitched, and stressed. It sounds like the “may”
in Maybe. Or you can imagine saying “ahh” at the doctor.

Second tone:

The second tone is the rising tone. Start from medium-pitched to high-
pitched. The letters at the end of the syllable with this tone are also said
stronger. It sounds like saying the English word “Huh?” when you can’t
believe the ridiculous thing that the person next to you said.

Third tone:
The third tone falls and then rises again. It sounds like saying “Well?” in
English when someone is taking too long to reply.

Fourth tone:

The fourth tone starts from very high-pitched but falls down quickly. It
sounds like saying the English word “No.” in a normal but slightly firm
way. Only the letters at the beginning of the syllable are said with more
stress.

Fifth tone (neutral):

Although the 4 primary tones get all the status, there is a fifth “neutra
tone which is pronounced lightly without any pitch. Not only that, but it
is also said quicker so its only about half the length of the other tones.
This kind of “tone” is actually something we do in English a lot! It’s like
saying “in” or “of” really quickly.

|II

And that’s it for tones! We’re almost to the hanzi!




Writing Tones With Letters

However, really quick before the hanzi, we need to learn how to write
tones in English. And luckily, there’s a much easier way to write tones in
English than breaking out a tone chart each time. All we have to do is
use accent marks!

First tone uses the flat accent mark:
For example: “chapter” = zhang

Second tone uses the acute accent mark.
For example: “fist” = quan

The third tone uses a dip accent mark.
For example: “you” = ni

The fourth tone uses the grave accent mark.
For example: “sword” = jian

The fifth tone just doesn’t have an accent mark.
For example: “let’s” = ba

And that’s it! Super easy! We’re all done with pronunciation and tones
now, so it’s time for hanzi! Let’s gooo!!




Hanzi

It’s finally hanzi time!! Yesss!!

Each hanzi represents a syllable in Chinese, and just like with English
some words are one syllable, others are two syllables, and some are
even three syllables.

SR }f ‘,,l.‘
For example: Z/ , /%/

n i

”YOU” — ,ﬂ]-l\
shuljing
“Crystal” = 7K &&

weishénme

“Why” = 1

In addition, just like English has compound words to form words with
new meaning, Chinese also has “compound hanzi” to form different
completely words.

For example:

hdo n ihao

17]"\ (“you”) + ¥F (fine, OK) = {IR4F (“hello”)

Chinese also uses compound hanzi in ways that we don’t use compound
words in English, and this is because you can’t just make little changes
like adding a letter here or there in Chinese, you have to add a whole
new hanzi.

For example:

nide

n i de
iR (“you”) + B9 (possessive hanzi) = fIREY (“your/yours”)



Note: If you’re having a hard time finding the hanzi you want to look up

Vocabulary List

because you don’t know how to read it, check out the Hanzi Reading

Guide. It lists the reading and defines every hanzi on each page through

the end of chapter 1.
Chapter 1
Chinese Word Pronunciation Meaning
pay a AHH!
ne ba let's*
R ban-sén Bansom (name)
~ bu no, negation hanzi*
RE ba-yao don’t (command) / don’t want*
17 da to punch
EEE da-fa-ni Daphne (name)
& dao to fall
5] de possession hanzi*
B dui team
b= géi to give
2 guai-wl monster(s)
be-1'as hai-hdo to be OK
¥ hdo fine, ok
M hé (mainland China) / han (Taiwan) |and, with
R hén to be (adjective form)*
&l jian sword(s)
Heas -qi machine(s)
+EH ka-ché truck(s)
8 k3-&r Kal (name)
BHi0 kai-xin happy
EB kan-jian to see
Elp= ké-shi but
Y ké-yi may, be allowed to, can*
T le past tense hanzi*
i) IV location hanzi*
MEE ma question hanzi*
3 méi negation hanzi for action verbs*
19 men plural hanzi*
AT ming-zi name(s)
B na that
g4 na-li where



https://crystalhuntersmanga.files.wordpress.com/2022/10/traditional-chinese-hanzi-reading-guide-chapter-1-v1.pdf
https://crystalhuntersmanga.files.wordpress.com/2022/10/traditional-chinese-hanzi-reading-guide-chapter-1-v1.pdf

Chapter 1

Chinese Word Pronunciation Meaning

ARE na-Ii there

B nan-guo sad

EA nan-rén man (men)

BE néng can, be able to*

R/ IR ni / ni you (male) / you (female)*
{R4F | ¥RYF ni-hdo hello*

izd) p3o to run

Fiz3 gian money

= qu to go*

== quan fist(s)

A rén person (people)

B shéi who

T shén-me what

= shi to be, yes*

3] shu tree(s)

7K &R shui-jing crystal(s)

fttr / 4t ta/ta he / him // she / her*

= ting to stop

B wei-shén-me why

£ wo I, me

18 xidng to think

M xiang to

BE xiang-yao to want

RE xian-zai now

EE] xié-xie thank you

=8 xi-huan to like

ol yé also, too

—/1 yi one

—1{& yi-ge one individual thing (counter)*
=2 yong to use

=) you to have, to exist*

b zai to be (location form)*
= zhang chapter(s)

B zhe this

et zhe-Ii here

SIbE] zhi-dao to know

i z0u to go, to walk*




Chapter 2

Chinese Word Pronunciation Meaning
=8 hai-ydu in addition
& jian arrow(s)
BA lie-rén hunter

= li-liang power
AN ni-rén woman (women)
Hew shi-ba-sha Subasa (name)
e Xin new
BE zai-jian goodbye

Chapter 3

Chinese Word Pronunciation Meaning
i) chéng-shi city (cities)
B dai-wén Devan (hame)
Ed jia house, home
=] jido horn
eI kua-li-yd Qualia (name)
=% nai-zi Knites (name)
ERE rén-shi to know (someone)
EE wéi-ba tail(s)
PR IE zU-zhi to stop (something)*

*means there will be further clarification in the sections below.




Multi-Tonal Hanzi

In general, each Hanzi only has one pronunciation and one tone, and
these don’t ever change. However, there are a few exceptions to this,
and some hanzi change tones depending on how they interact with
other hanzi.

We have two of these hanzi in Crystal Hunters, and those hanzi are
b u y 1

A (“no”) and — (“one”).

Multi-tonal A~
b u

4~ has two tones. The fourth tone (bu) and the second tone (bu).

b u b u
The fourth tone 4~ (bu) is used when A\ is by itself, and when it forms

another word and the next hanziis tone 1, 2, or 3.

For example:

b u

Z: = unon

b uhdo

RUF = “not fine”
b Uukaixin

ABFID = “not happy”




b u b u
The second tone A~ (bu) is used when A~ forms another word and the

next hanzi is tone 4 or 5.

For example:

b dshi
ARNZ = “am/are/is not”

Although it’s not too hard to remember this rule, it is kind of a pain to
b u b u

remember the tone of the hanzi after  so you can say 4~ correctly as

you’re experiencing it. But on the flip side, you already know that
remembering the tones for words in Chinese is important, so this just
gives you even more incentive to remember all those tones well! Yes!

Multi-tonal—

- is a bit harder than ;fé because it uses three different tones. But
unlike ;[‘UT, we actually use these tones to convey different meanings, so
using it with the right tone carries a bit more weight than with ;[E

For example, when — is used by itself, we use the first tone (yi). In

addition, it’s also considered “by itself” when it’s used with another
hanzi, but it’s not counting something.

— = uonen

y T zhang

— & = “Chapter 1” (followed by the title of the chapter)

[——--. A N
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However, when used together with another hanzi, but it js counting
something, then its tone changes!

When — is matched with tones 1, 2, and 3, we use the fourth tone (yi).

And this is easy to remember, because A~ also uses the fourth tone

when it’s used with tones 1, 2, and 3 (bu).

For example:

y 1zhang

— & = “one chapter” (two chapters, three chapters, etc)

As you can see, the tone of — changes the meaning of the hanzi —&

even though the hanzi themselves don’t change. This is both kind of
cool and kind of difficult at the same time. But either way, it’s just part
of the charm of Chinese!

Anyway, the final tone for — is the second tone (yi). And just like with

AN, — also uses the second tone when it pairs with tones 4 and 5.

yige
—{& = one individual (as a counter — explained below)

And that’s all of the multi-tonal hanzi in Crystal Hunters! And luckily,
they operate in mostly the same way as each other so they’re not too
hard to remember! All you need is a little practice, and the right tone
starts to come pretty naturally.

Plus, now that we’ve finished going over those, we can finally move
onto Grammar! Yay!




Grammar

We're finished with pronunciation, tones, and hanzi! Not only that, but
grammar in Chinese is relatively easy, so that means all the hard parts
are done! Yay! We just have some grammar points to go over and then
it’s off to the manga!

Basic Sentences

Chinese has the same basic word order as English, which makes things
super easy, just do subject -> verb -> object.

For example:

you jian

w 0O
¥ + 8 + @ =1+ have + a sword = | have a sword.

No Spaces

Also, since each word is usually contained within a hanzi or two, it’s
pretty easy to see where each word starts and ends. And because of
this, there’s no need for spaces in Chinese. Let’s look at this in action
using our example sentence from above:

you jian w oyodujian

32+ 8 = B,

When sentences get a bit longer, it can be a bit overwhelming to not
see any spaces at first. But all you have to do is look for the hanzi you
know and go from there. You get used to it pretty quickly.




Sinqular/Plural

In addition, although the sentence above was translated as “I have a
sword”, it could also be “I have swords”. The reason for this is that
Chinese does not often distinguish between one thing and many things
by modifying its nouns like English does. So, until further explained,
Chinese things are often like Schrodinger's cat in that they are in
multiple states of being. They are both one thing and many things at the
same time.

There are exceptions to this though, especially when talking about
people, and these will be covered in more detail below.




To Be or Not to Be (Times Three!)
But first, let’t talk about “be” verbs. The upside of “be” verbs in Chinese

is that they never change their form. No “l am”, “you are”, “he is” kind
of changes.

However, depending on the situation, Chinese does use three
completely different verbs to say “to be”. The difference between them
is pretty cut and dry though, so it’s not too much of a big deal.

To Be #1 — The Default

Unless it falls into one of the categories below, the default way to say
shi

“to be” in Chinese is =& .

You can use this to say someone’s name.

e r zheshikaér

shi kaé
S FW=E=FM, =ThisisKal.

(i =

Or you can use it to say what someone or something is.

ashilierén
® Ao =Subasaisa hunter.

7
ot
o
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wn
>
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ot
=

e
i

(5
¥

shi liéerén stubas

T WA =%

I
i
(B
&
Pl




To Be #2 — Adjectives

The second way to say “to be” is when you’re describing something or

hén

someone with an adjective. When using adjectives, we use 1R .

I e —————
For example: | HWH —
I |

l||| I
“uj
§

bansén hén kaixin bansénhénkaixin

N B FD = MEHREFRD. =Bansomis happy.

naiz 1 hén néanguo naiz Thénnanguo

R¥k B #8 = REGBEEHIB, =Knites is sad.

hén

There is one exception to using {R for adjectives in Crystal Hunters

hdihao

though, and that is for I=24F (“to be OK”). The reason for this is that
haihao

1=4F is an abbreviation of a longer phrase, so we don’t need to use any

verb for “to be” here.

For example:
ni héaihio nihéihso ' HI%‘%'
R Z=9F | = fREWF | =Youare OK! | PRI FIE ?

To Be #3 — Locations
The last version of “to be” is with locations and being

zai

places, and for these situations we use 7£ .

s

For example:

guaiwu zai guaiwuzaizhelfl

B EE ) - EYEEE

= The monster(s) is/are here!




The Location Hanzi

Speaking of locations, Chinese has a “location hanzi”, and it’s very
similar to what we consider a preposition (ex: in, at) in English, but used
specifically for locations. This is kind of new grammar-wise for native
English speakers, so it’s a little difficult in that sense, but luckily it’s with
a hanzi that we already know. In fact, weljyst saw it in the previous

example sentence! The location hanzi is & .

zhell zhe

(Side note: a cool thing is that “here” ((E4&) is just “this” (3&) plus

location hanzi (@). So “here” in Chinese literally means “this location”.)

Anyway, the location hanzi always goes after the location. And since

zai

we’re saying where something / someone is we use £ .

For example:

wo zai jla wozaijial ¥

B R @ - RERE, -

| am home (location). =1 am at home.

j1g1 zai kache j1qgizaikachel 1

fede 7 o - i FeE, -

The machine is the truck (location). = The machine is in the truck.




GO! GO! GO!

Like with “to be”, there are also multiple verbs for “to go” depending on
how we use it. Luckily though, there’s only two verbs for “to go” in
Crystal Hunters, so it’s not so bad (and it’s also the last verb with
multiple forms, so you won’t have to memorize any more of these!)

To Go #1 — The Default
The default way to say “to go” in Chinese is easy. 4%
You basically do a direct translation from English.

‘7/ l(

DN

For example:

2 U
&

] Q FEEEEY.
3 AN ii :
bansén zO0u xiang shuijing bansénzduxiangshuijing -'Q"'*f‘;ﬂl 5. “GHTRABIN

MR £ M KE=IFHREMKE, =Bansom goes to the crystals.

/

guaiwl zou xiang k a ér guaiwuzouxiangk a é r

R £ | KB | =R EEEKEE | = The monster goes to Kal!

See! Super easy! Let’s go on to verb #2!

To Go #2 —The Location Verb!

When you go to a specific location, you use a different verb to go there.
Not only that, but since this verb is “the location verb” you don’t even
need to use a preposition with it! It has the “to” meaning built in!

For example:

guaiwu g U chéngshi guaiwl g Uchéngshi

XY = W =EYERH, =
The monster goes (location) the city. =
The monster goes to the city.




To Go #2.5 — We’re Going in!

The location hanzi is back! Hurray! This time it combines with the
location verb for double the location power! When you get double the

I)'

location power, you don’t just go “to” somewhere, you go “in”!

xiang

Also, although [F] was used before the location in the “To Go #1”

example, the location hanzi goes after the location.

For example:

qu jla woquijial

?,% * ER @ BERE, =

| go (location) the house (location). =1 go in the house.

The Possessive Hanzi
As we touched on earlier, you can’t just make little changes like adding a
letter here or there in Chinese, you have to add a whole new hanzi for
things like this.

So, in order to get that possessive “’s” in English, or in order to change
“me” into “my” or “mine” or something like that we have to use the

possessive hanzi EI’J

For Example:

6de jian zai nalfi 60dejianzainali

@l 7E ?3|3@= IS EABER, = My sword is there.

H

7

fhuan bansénde kache w Oxihuanbanséndekaché

- &t - REEIIZRMEE, =1 like Bansom’s truck.

2
7 o«
<



Question Words
When asking questions with question words (who, what, where, when,
etc), Chinese rearranges the order of the words so that the question
word comes at the end of the sentence. We can do this in Engllsh too,
although it’s less common.

For example:

ni shi shéi n i shishéi

R = 7?7 ={RZEH# ? = You are who? = Who are you?

shuijing zai n ali shuijingzain a | ¥

Keg E BE ? = KBEME ? = Where are the crystals? - —

The Question Hanzi
For questions that have don’t have question words, there’s a question

hanzi you can use! The question hanzi is I , and its like a question mark

added to the end of a sentence.

m a
For example, if we add [f§ to an example sentence on the previous

page, it becomes a question:

wode jian zai nali wodejianzain alima

BE & E WE &7 - BBUR TEHRAENS ? = Is my sword there?

Since Chinese is a tonal language, being able to add a question hanzi is
really helpful because it can be hard to hear an increase in inflection for
guestions when other tones are involved. 5 -

\\\
i

1’]‘ E’] AAJI]I% ?




However, there are some situations when neither a question word or a
guestion hanzi is appropriate. For example, when you just say a single
word with a question mark. In these situations, you still say the tones
like you normally do, but you say them in a slightly higher pitch and vou
raise the tone a bit more than normal at the end.

For example:

shuijing

7Kg ? ? =Crystals??

The Plural Hanzi

For our next section, we have another special hanzi! Yay! This one
makes groups of people plural! All you have to do is take a singular

men

pronoun and add the plural hanzi 1, and poof! It’s a plural pronoun

now!

%Z ?F'ﬁ = %Z?F"i = | (plural) = we
17]? ?F"ﬂ = W?F'i =you (plural) = you all / y’all

men t a men

fmé 19 = 14" = he (plural) = they



Gender Pronouns
Since we’re talking about pronouns anyway, let’s just go over this really
quick.

Both “you” and “he/she” are said the exact same way in Chinese.
However, they use different hanzi.

You:

fﬁ"\ =you (male)
?7]7 = you (female)

H_e/she:
ﬂal, = he
itlﬂj, = she

An easy way to remember the differences between these two is that left
half of these characters is the only thing that changes, and the left half
of the male version looks like A (person), and the left half of the female
version looks like ZC, which is the first half of Z A\ (woman).

T T PP
T R §
LR v
v




Gender Representation

In general, it’s pretty self-explanatory when to use which hanzi for male
and female pronouns, but there are a couple of situations you probably
want to be aware of because we don’t need to worry about gender in
these situations in English.

For example, when you’re talking about a group of people, you’ll almost
always use the male version (even if there’s only one man in the group),
while the female version is reserved for a women-only group.

t a men

119 = they (at least one man in group)

t a men

#4M9 = they (all-woman group)

Another situation when you need to be aware of gender is with phrases
which have the “you” character in them.

n ihao

For example, {/RYF . This version of “hello” is being said to a boy/man.

n ihao

Saying hello to a girl/woman would be ¥R%F .

And not only do you need to worry about gender for “hello”, but you
also need to worry about singular/plural!

For example, saying hello to a group of people with at least one man is

n i menhdo n imenhdo

{iRP9%4F , and saying hello to a group of all women is ZR{F94F .

Overall, gender (and plurals) in Chinese are super simple. There are just
a few little things you need to be aware of.



The Singularity

But that’s enough with plurals, let’s get into singulars! As we
mentioned, it’s not usually super important to clarify when something is
singular in Chinese, but there are instances where it is needed.

When counting things in Chinese, you usually need to add a “counter”.
This means that you usually need to say something similar to “one
individual crystal” instead of just “one crystal”.

There are many kinds of “counters” in Chinese, and to be honest we do
this in English too to some extent. For example, “One bottle of water.”
or “Two vials of potion.” While it’s not too hard to use these counters in
Chinese, it can be kind of a pain to figure out which counters apply to
which things.

Luckily, there’s a “general counter hanzi” which is the correct counter
for many words in Chinese. As an added bonus, it can also be used to
get your meaning across if you can’t remember which counter to use.

Such is the power of the & hanzi! All hail the {& hanzi!

ge
Anyway, all you have to do is put the number before &, and then put
the thing you’re counting after it. Easy!

i ge shuijing y i g eshuijing

— {& 7K& = —1E7K& = one individual crystal = one crystal




Out of all the words in Crystal Hunters, there is one word in particular
that you need to make sure to specify when it's singular. And that word
is “team”. It’s much better to say you’re “a team” than to say you’re
“team/teams”. Other than that, singular is optional in our manga.

For example:

w Omen shi ige dul woOmenshiy i gedul

M & —@ X! =FME—EBK ! =We are ateam!




Advanced Grammar

We've got the basics of Chinese grammar down! Yay! Now it’s time to
step things up a bit and have a bit more fun with it! We’ll also stop
using spaces with Chinese now (but we’ll still put the reading on top of
the hanzi).

Advanced Word Order

Even when Chinese word order isn’t what we usually use in English, it
still often uses a word order which isn’t completely foreign to us.

xianzai

For example, both IR7E (now) and ’EE (too/also) are placed after the

subject of the sentence instead of at the end of the sentence where we
normally put them in English. But even though it’s not where we usually
put them, we do say it like that sometimes.

Example:

w Oxianzaihénkaixin

HIREIRF/D. =1now am happy. = | am happy now.

ameny éyoushuijing

T’E’MF?‘[’B@KE& = They also have crystals. = They have crystals too.




The Versatile ¥

However, Chinese word order is not without its differences, and using
h é
# to mean “with” is definitely one of those differences. Part of the
h é
reason for this is that & is also used as “and”, and to differentiate these

meanings the word order is changed up when it means “with”.

If you think about how “and” is usually used, it’s usually used between
two nouns in the subject or object.

For example:

k @ & r h éban-sénzoduxiangguaiwu

ERAMIIZRERIZEY) | =Kal and Bansom go to the monster!

w oyodujianh é j 1 g1

KB FHEER. =1 have a sword and a machine.

h é
So, in order to make sure it’s not misunderstood, ¥[1 comes right after

the verb when it means “with”.

For example:

tashihéwoyigedui

M2 K —EK, =Sheis with me a team. = She is a team with me.




Infinitives
In general, infinitives are super easy! Just smash two verbs together,
and poof all done!

For example:

siUbashaqgudaguaiwu
= -

FRE S EFTIEY) | = Subasa goes to punch the monster!

qu zou zou

(2% is used instead of ZE here not because of location, but because ZE

has a “to walk” connotation, and walking to punch someone is weird.)
h é

However, when %1 gets involved, it gets to be a touch more difficult, as
h é

#0 breaks the two verbs in half.

For example:

n T xiangyaoh é woshiy i geduima

YRBEMILZE— RIS ? =

You (female) want with me to be a team (question) =
Do you (female) want to be a team with me?

Although this is a bit confusing, this is the absolute hardest that
grammar gets in Crystal Hunters, so if you can read and understand this
sentence, you can read and understand anything.

AR AT AP




Saying “NO!”
b u

For most situations in Chinese, negation is super easy! Just add 4~!
b u

This means for adjectives and some verbs, you just put a 4~ in front of it

to negate it.

For example:

bansénb Uxihuanguaiwu

NHZAZENZEY), = Bansom doesn’t like monsters.

guaiwlub GUshirén

BYIA=Z AN, =Monsters are not people.

hén

b U b u
Not only that, but for adjectives the 7~ replaces 1B, and “~ becomes the
verb!

For example:

FHE DA AEHIE, =Subasaisn’t sad.




The Action Canceller Hanzi

b u
However, there is one situation where A~ isn’t enough, where you need

méi

the power of the canceller hanzi (%) to negate something. And that

situation is for action verbs.

Now, you may be wondering, “What is an action verb?” Well, an action
verb is a verb where you’re doing something. It s when you're

kanjian z0u

“seeing” (B &), “going” (ZE), or “punching” (ﬂ) It even works for

you

“having” (B).

For example:

w O méikanjianshuijing

R ERKE. =1don't see crystals.

t amenméiyduqgian

;2 582, =Theydon’t have money. T #eBERKS.

However, as you saw in the examples in the previous page, you don’t
need the action canceller hanzi if your verb isn’t an action verb. Things

zhidao xihuan xiangyao

like “knowing” (X11&), “liking” (EEX), or “wanting” (BE) are all things

that are more like making statements about something than doing
b u

something, so they use 4~ .

For example:

wobuzhidao

FAKLE, =1don’t know.

FAFIE...




Do as | say!

Commands in Chinese are just like they are in English. Just yell a verb at
someone, no need for a subject. You can also add additional
instructions after the verb if you want.

For example:

qunalfi

EHB#E | = Go there!

Negative commands
Negatives in Chinese also work the same as English, just put a

buyao

“don’t” equivalent (~2) in front of the verb!

For example:

bayaodarén | =, WﬁIl«Xiﬁo%

AEFTA | =Don’t punch people! IRAREITA!
buyao

However, you do need to be a little careful when you use 2 . If you

buyao

add a subject before A&, its meaning changes to “don’t want”.

For example:

wOmenbuyaokacheé

K TNEFRE, =We don’t want a truck.

It’s not hard to tell the difference between these two, but its just good
to know that it’s a thing.



The Past Tense Hanzi
Past tense continues our pattern of easy things in Chinese. All you have
I e

grammar, this is astonishingly easy.

For example:

bansénd daguaiwul e

WRZRITIEY T | = Bansom punched the monster!

Present-Past Tense &
Since the Past Tense Hanzi is so easy, it’s used for other things too! In

xianzai

fact, you can pair it up with IR7E (“now”) and the resulting sentence
stays present tense!

xianzai I e
When you use IR7E and T like this it has the same meaning as using

“now” to indicate that something has changed, and things are different
NOw.

For example:

k @ & rxianzaihénkaixin

EWIRERFLD. =Kalis happy now. (He just is)

k @ & rxianzaihénkaixinl e

KIBERHLC T, =Kalis happy now. (But he wasn’t before)




Let’s Go!!
There are actually two ways to say “let’s” do something in Chinese. You
b a

”

can use the “let’s” hanzi (IE) after your verb of choice, or you can just

w 0 men

put “Ff1” (we) in front of the verb.

For example:

zOub a

EME, =Let’s go.

w O menzou

HME. = Let’s go.

w Omenzdou

There is a slight nuance difference between these as (FffzE) has a

slight “let’s go walking” flavor to it, but for the most part they can be
used interchangeably.

w 0 men b

In fact, you can even use both 1 and NE together to make:

w Omenzoub a

HFIEME, = Let’s go.

Saying it like this is a bit more formal though.




Yin & Yang Verb Pairs

There are a lot of verbs in Chinese that have both a “passive” (yin) and
an “active” (yang) form, (officially called “intransitive” and “transitive”),
and we have one example of this in book 1 of Crystal Hunters.

Aside from one being “passive” and one being “active”, yin & yang verb
pairs have the same meaning. For example, our first yin & yang verb
pair is based around the word “stop”, with one being the passive
meaning of "stop”, and one being the active meaning of “stop”.

ting

{2 (passive) — to stop (something stops doing something)

zUzhi

FH1E (active) — to stop something (something stops something else)

When used in sentences, they look like this:

kdacheting

£E{E, =The truck stops.

bansénzlUzhikache

WIFRFH1ERE, = Bansom stops the truck.

In general, yin & yang verb pairs are fairly easy to understand. However,
they can be can be a touch confusing when you first see them,
especially since English sometimes uses the same word for both
meanings like with “stop” above. We'll point them out as they come
though, so no need to worry. We got you covered!




Chinese Language Quirks

Last section!! Just skim this quick and go read the manga!!

It Is Because It Is

There are times in Chinese when you start sentences with a verb. And
no, we’re not talking about command form here, we’re talking about
sentences which start with “it” in English.

The verbs that work like this are the three “be” verbs we talked about
earlier. All you do is start the sentence with a “be” verb and then add
your desired ending after it. Then POOF! The meaning of “it” magically
comes with it!

. \'\\‘\ \\\\ \‘ \\\\
For example: TR

#I
7,
7
2
#,

shiwd dejian

=FE | =1t’s my sword!

hénkaixin

BF/D = It’s happy.

zaikaché |l i

FFEEE, =It'sinthe truck.




There Is Because There Is
Just like with “it is”, the phrase “there is” also starts with a verb in

you

Chinese. For “there is” we use & .

For example:

youy i geniirén

B—{EZ AN, =Thereisoneindividual woman. = There is a woman.

na-Ifi
You can even put a “there” (AB#&) before the “there is” to show its
location, and it still means “there is”. (technically it’s more like
“there has” but we would still say “there is” in English.)

For example:

naliyduguaiwu

B H YY), =There has a monster. = There is a monster there.

Overall though, both “it is” and “there is” are pretty easy, nice!
However, this does mean that if we want to do commands with “be”

shi hén zai you
verbs (&, 1B, TE) and “to have” (B) we have to use a different method
than the normal way to do commands. We won’t get into that now in
order to keep things simple, but we’ll touch on it later in the series.
Something to look forward to! Yay!




It’s not “Can |”, it’s “May |”

Aside from when we talk to people who are sticklers for grammar, we
can use “can” to mean “may” in English. For example: “Can | have
that?”

There is also some overlap between “can” and “may” in Chinese,
although the rules for this overlap are a bit different than they are in
English. So, in order to keep things simple, we’re just going to separate
them for now (but we’ll explain them in detail later in the story).

neng k & yi

For now, “can” will be limited to BE, and “may” W|II be Ilmlted to—.UfX

For example:

w O néngpao

FEEFE, =1can (am able to) run.

nikéyizdu

{REJLLZE. = You may (are allowed to) go.

Answering With Verbs!
Chinese has this cool thing where if someone asks you if you’re doing

something, you can just respond with the thing you’re domg You don’t
need to say “yes”. > 7% '

For example:

n T kanjiannama

A: {RE B ABNE ? = Do you see that?

kanjian

B: ER. =See.=VYes, |see (that).




TUTORIAL COMPLETE!!

You are now ready to read Crystal Hunters! Have fun being bilingual
enough to be able read an over 100-page manga in Chinese! This is an
accomplishment, be proud of yourself! Go start reading the manga.

Traditional Chinese Version: (ebook)
www.amazon.com/dp/BOBG85HW1Y

Traditional Chinese Version: (free)
https://www.pixiv.net/en/artworks/101322375

And, if you want a translated version:

English Version: (ebook)
www.amazon.com/dp/BO86LK3DVY

English Version: (free)
https.//www.pixiv.net/en/artworks/78232226



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BG85HW1Y
https://www.pixiv.net/en/artworks/101322375
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B086LK3DVY
https://www.pixiv.net/en/artworks/78232226

